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Washburn Rural High School provides a 
progressive environment of world-class 
academics, athletics, and activities to 

foster all students’ desires to learn and 
achieve through open discussion and 

self-discovery. As educators in pursuit of 
student success, we continually enhance 
our skills and knowledge so we may offer 
the most relevant, effective curriculum in 

order to achieve our vision.
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Brian Hensyel was named All-City Boys’ Soccer Coach of the Year; Steve Buhler was named Shawnee County Football 
Co-Coach of the Year; Matt Swedlund was named City Cross Country Co-Coach of the Year; Kevin Bordewick was named 
Centennial League Volleyball Coach of the Year, and will also be inducted into the Shawnee County 2023 Sports Hall of 
Fame. In addition, we have two State Wrestling Champs, Easton Broxterman-Boys’ 113 lb. weight division, and Landen 
Kocher-Munoz-Boys’ 120 lb. weight division, and Brooklyn DeLeye was named Kansas Gatorade Volleyball Player of the 
Year for a second year in a row. We are hopeful for a strong finish to the spring season as well.  

Our extra-curricular and co-curricular programs continue to flourish. Our AFJROTC unit has experienced another 
exciting year. They were awarded the AFJROTC “Silver Star” Community Service with Excellence Award for 2021-2022. 
This prestigious award recognizes the top 5% of all AFJROTC units based on community service in support of schools 
and local communities. They have exceeded their award-winning service by more than 400 hours and average nearly 
31 hours of community service per cadet.  

Our Theatre Program continues to flourish and was recently nominated for over 10 Jester Awards. These awards 
recognize excellence across a broad array of areas including technical theatre, acting, directing, costuming and program 
design. Our Band, Orchestra, and Choir are planning a 5-day trip to San Diego and Los Angeles, California next year 
in March where they will have the opportunity to perform at several events and enjoy some west coast sunshine! 
Additionally, they received “1” superior ratings at the recent KSHSAA Large Group Music Festival. The parents, staff, 
students and community which WRHS serves have much to be proud of. It has been a truly exciting year!

Of course, this time of year also brings a great sense of excitement and anticipation for the upcoming summer months.  
In the past, some of this excitement has been shown in ways that reflected poorly on our school – most notably the 
graffiti that occasionally appears on road signs, streets and the personal property of homeowners in the district. It is 
disheartening to receive calls from the community when this occurs – particularly from the elderly, many of whom are 
not physically able to remove the graffiti themselves. If we all communicate the impact that such behavior has on our 
community, I am sure we can collectively address this concern in a way that represents the best of our traditions!

On behalf of the staff at WRHS, I would like to wish you the best of summers!  It has been an honor and pleasure 
working with you this year. 

Best,

Ed Raines, Principal
raineedw@usd437.net

From the Desk of Our Principal
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Greetings!

Well, here we are at the end of the school year – and what a year it has been!  

For those of you that have been following the life of our school, you know of our academic, 
athletic and extracurricular successes this year. We are the City Champs in Boys’ Swim and 
Dive, Boys’ Cross Country, Girls’ Cross Country, and Girls’ Golf; we are the Centennial League 
Champions in Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ Bowling, Boys’ Bowling, Girls’ Wrestling, Girls’ Cross Country, 
Boys’ Cross Country, Volleyball, and Boys’ Golf; we are Regional or Sub-State Champions in 
Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ Tennis, Volleyball, Boys’ Bowling, Girls’ Basketball, and Girls’ Wrestling; we 
are the State Champions in Volleyball, 4-Speaker Debate, Boys’ Bowling, and Girls’ Wrestling.

mailto:raineedw%40usd437.net?subject=Junior%20Blues%20Newsletter%20-%20March


2

WRHS Counseling Office
Counseling Website
Twitter Updates: @wrhsgo
Crisis Hotline: 785-232-5005 or 988
Counseling Department Staff

Metal Health Resources for Parents of Adolescents and Young Adults
This resource guide links into several websites that have thorough information on a variety of teen mental health 
considerations and supports. 

Senior Final Transcripts
All seniors who plan to attend college need to request a final high school transcript. Without this document, students 
will not be able to enroll. Students should login to the account they created at www.parchment.com. Place the order 
and select HOLD FOR GRADES. When the final transcript is available in June, our registrar will send the document to the 
attending college. 

Resources for Parents of College Students
Senior parents may find the following resources useful as your children begin the transition beyond high school: Transi-
tion to College: Separation and Change for Parents and Students and How to Successfully Parent Your College Student

New FAFSA
The Class of 2024 will see updates and changes to FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). The application will 
open in December instead of October. Also, both parents and the student will have to create a FSA ID. This can be done 
at https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch. 

WRHS Counseling Website
The WRHS Counseling Website at bit.ly/wrhscounselors includes a variety of useful resources. We encourage families to 
explore the site thoroughly. Topics include: academic planning, academic testing, career exploration, financial aid, NCAA/
NAIA, post-secondary planning, scholarships, social emotional, study skills, Topeka community resources, and more. 

College Visits
As you start to make summer plans, we encourage families to visit college campuses including technical, community, and 
4 year. This experience can help students set goals, make decisions, and understand the application process. Advice on 
planning a college visit can be found at https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/campus-visit-guide. Questions to 
ask college representatives can be found at https://www.road2college.com/insightful-questions-to-ask-an-admissions-of-
ficer/. 

Summer 2023 College Entrance Exams
While many colleges will not require the SAT or ACT for admission for the Class of 2024, several will still award 
scholarships based on the results.  
ACT Registration: www.act.org
SAT Registration: www.collegeboard.org
Preparation materials

Summer Programs and Volunteer Opportunities
The WRHS counseling office publishes a summer program and volunteer opportunity resource document. We encourage 
families to take advantage of these opportunites. 

Schedules for 2023-24
Tentative schedules for the 2023-24 school year will be available on Infinite Campus in mid-July. Counselors will be 
available during walk-in registration to assist students with changes. Counselors are not available during the summer and 
therefore, all requests need to be made during walk in registration.

https://sites.google.com/usd437.net/counselors
https://twitter.com/wrhsgo
https://sites.google.com/usd437.net/counselors/home/counselor-information?authuser=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbn5p1tK_OD2NPGImRcdLHzKQ5-aR1lV/view?usp=sharing
http://www.parchment.com
https://www.fastweb.com/college-search/articles/how-to-successfully-parent-your-college-student
https://www.fastweb.com/college-search/articles/how-to-successfully-parent-your-college-student
https://www.fastweb.com/college-search/articles/how-to-successfully-parent-your-college-student
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
http://bit.ly/wrhscounselors
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/campus-visit-guide
https://www.road2college.com/insightful-questions-to-ask-an-admissions-officer/
https://www.road2college.com/insightful-questions-to-ask-an-admissions-officer/
http://www.act.org
http://www.collegeboard.org
https://sites.google.com/usd437.net/counselors/home/act-sat?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PcX_DJBf7NAW0QQ7oETfjcN_BdReAK2ZZXjPi3yii4k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hm3J77ifvMXlJNJglxde0mPofpZq2AM1Hzk0zC9QG0Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.fastweb.com/student-life/articles/the-20-study-tips-for-finals 
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Youth-led Community Projeccts
The Topeka Youth Commission will hand out $10,000 to eight youth-led community projects this school year as part of its 
Stay785 initiative.

The annual grant program, supported with help from the Topeka Community Foundation since it started a few years 
ago, looks to fund youth-led and youth-designed projects that help them fulfill their vision of a better Topeka. Over the 
program's short history, Stay785 has funded projects related to public art, restoration, racial equity, beautification and 
attraction modernization.

Congratulations to Megan Wise, Sienna Hamilton, Naledi Mackenzie, Kiersten Harris, and Anshumann Zutshi who earned 
the Topeka Youth Grant! These students will receive funding to implement their student-led 
community service projects. We are proud of you! 

 $1,055 to Megan Wise, Sienna Hamilton and Naledia Mackenzie, all of Washburn Rural High School, to fix and vibrantly 
paint various Bee the Blessing Boxes around Topeka.

$1,000 to Kiersten Harris, of Washburn Rural High School, to host health and self-defense classes for low-income women.

$750.89 to Anshumann Zutshi, Eli Chapman, and Pierce Romine of Washburn Rural High School, to start chess clubs at 
Topeka-area elementary schools. They will use the funds to purchase chess boards and other related supplies to start up 
the clubs.

For more information regarding the Topeka Youth Commission click on the link below: 
https://news.yahoo.com/8-student-led-projects-topeka-130033910.html

WRHS Counseling Office

https://news.yahoo.com/8-student-led-projects-topeka-130033910.html
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International Baccalaureate
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International Baccalaureate

https://sites.google.com/usd437.net/wrhs-ib-diploma-program/home
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WRHS Art Department
The following WRHS students received recognition at this year's Highland Art Day event last week. There were 
35 schools that competed and over 900 works of art on display in the juried art competition. 

(YOU CAN ACCESS IMAGES OF THEIR AWARD WINNING WORK HERE)

HONORABLE MENTION IN JURIED ART SHOW:
Maddie O'Brien
Elijah Knoles
Savanna Schmidt
Kyleigh Chrisman
Syd Laster
Lee Wolgast (2)

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE 
MEDAL IN JURIED ART 
SHOW:
Tyler Lemke
Meredith Kucera
Savanna Schmidt
Ashton Dawley
Sienna Hamilton (2)
Taylor Bayless
Andrea Saucedo
Yecinta Ngure

FIRST PLACE IN SELF PORTRAIT COMPETITION:
Tyler Lemke

SECOND PLACE IN TEAM ART 
HISTORY COMPETITION:
Lee Wolgast
Arianna Smith
Syd Laster
Elli Brandt

THIRD PLACE OVERALL IN JURIED 
ART SHOW COMPETITION:

In addition, senior Ashton Fields is a finalist in this year's ArtEffect art competition, an international art 
competition sponsored by the Lowell Milken Center for Unsung Heroes.

Senior Meredith Kucera won the $1000 Topeka Art Guild Scholarship and senior Lee Wolgast was runner up 
and the recipient of a $500 scholarship from the Topeka Art Guild.

Taylor BaylessMeredith Kucera

FIRST PLACE IN SIDEWALK CHALK COMPETITION

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1H1mITnMzFsr1ZIsOcvOQ1K1VQOUAfYz36vwhijrFJlU/edit
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Drama Department
WRHS Theatre receives multiple state-level nominations for the Music Theatre Wichita Jester Awards!

Each year, high schools across the state of Kansas participate in the Jester Awards program, which recognizes 
excellence in musical theatre. The state is divided into 5 regions, and each participating school is assigned a 
panel of judges to attend and score their production. Once a list of regional honors is announced, the 2 top 
scoring honorees from each region are nominated for state-level awards in 24 categories.

For this year's musical, 9 to 5, WRHS received regional honors in 16 categories, with 9 of those going on to be 
nominated at the state level as the top 10 from around the state, with the exception of Leading Performer with 
twice as many nominees. As a nominee for Outstanding Production, the cast will be performing a song from 
the show at the awards ceremony. As a Leading Performer nominee, Mackenzie Smith will also be performing a 
solo and participating in a group musical number with her fellow nominees. 

WaRu Theatre is proud to continue providing meaningful, challenging, and exciting experiences for students 
on and off our stage, and we couldn't do it without the creative collaboration and talent of our music staff and 
students. We're thrilled to celebrate our achievements with other schools keeping the performing arts alive 
across the state of Kansas!
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Drama Department
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Career and Technical Education

https://news.washburn.edu/2023/04/Tech-Summer-Camp.html
https://calendar.washburn.edu/2023/06/Washburn-Tech-Summer-Camp-7th-8th1.html
http://tech.studentservices@washburn.edu
https://www.kansasregents.org/workforce_development/excel_in_career_technical_education_initiative_senate_bill_155
https://sites.google.com/usd437.net/wrhscareerteched
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Career and Technical Education



Career and Technical Education
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Career and Technical Education

https://sites.google.com/usd437.net/cshs/home
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GRADES 3-6
JUNE 12-15
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Students will be introduced to some basic computer
science history, use block-based programming in
Scratch to recreate popular games, learn how to use
the Sphero Bolts to solve basic mazes, learn the Python
programming basics, create their first coding project,
and more!

Early Registration - $55 by April 30
Registration Cost - $65 after April 30

EMAIL SCHMIHAL@USD437.NET IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS

WRHS

CODING CODING CAMPSCAMPSSUMMER
COMPUTER SCIENCE HONOR SOCIETY PRESENTS

Students will learn the basics of computer science,
participate in hands-on projects, use the Sphero Bolts
and Edison Robots, discuss why technology is
important, learn the difference between hardware and
software, and more!

Early Registration - $55 by April 30
Registration Cost - $65 after April 30

GRADES K-2
JUNE 12-15
8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

GRADES 7-9
JUNE 19-22
8:00 AM - 12:00 AM

Students will discuss the basic needs to run and create
programs, learn the basics of HTML, learn the basics of
programming in Python and JavaScript, making projects
and solving problems using code, understand and learn
how to use IDEs, and more!

Early Registration - $55 by April 30
Registration Cost - $65 after April 30

REGISTERREGISTER
NOWNOW

WRHS.NET/CSHS

15

https://sites.google.com/usd437.net/cshs
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Career and Technical Education

   Congratulations to our newest Jr. Blue Crew winners!

    -$10.00 Subway Gift Card - Jal Maru
   -$10.00 Sonic Gift Card - Caston Meier
   -$10.00 Common Grounds Gift Card - Aiden Bengel

Financial Literacy Month

The WRHS Bank celebrated April as Financial Literacy Month. Our sponsor bank, Silver Lake Bank, stopped by 
with balloons and cupcakes to kick off the month! 

The business department also had a variety of speakers and activities this month! 

Scott Hughes, Vice President, Loan Officer from Silver Lake Bank visited Mr. McFall’s Consumer and Personal 
Finance class to educate students on credit, loans and details on his day to day duties. He also discussed the 3 
parts to a credit application, 5’c of credit and the focus of Silver Lake Bank on the community! 

Diana Hall, Benefits Specialist, at Capital Federal also visited Mr. McFall’s Consumer and Personal Finance class 
to educate students on her job duties, types of insurance, deductibles, health savings accounts, and all things 
health care! 

Staff with the Kansas State Treasurer's office visited with College Accounting and Consumer and Personal 
Finance students on thier savings programs, Kansas Scholarshop, and Unclaimed Property! The students 
enjoyed searching for scholarships as well as seeing if any family members had any unclaimed property! 

On April 19th the WRHS Bank staff participated in the Stock Market Challenge at Washburn University hosted 
by Junior Achievement. Event highlights: 4-person teams, $1 million to trade, 90 seconds between trades, each 
representing 2 weeks of the market, 2-hour event represents 3 years of the market, breaking news events that 
affect students’ decisions on stocks, and on-floor traders. 

https://www.kansasstatetreasurer.com/scholarshop.html
https://www.kansasstatetreasurer.com/up_main.html
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SALESALE
50%50%

Up To

Off
Clearance

SPRINGSPRING

THE SHACKTHE SHACK

While supplies last!

https://ruralspirit.square.site/
For More Information Visit

Take advantage of our Spring Cleanup Sale!
We're clearing out the old to prepare for our new

fall merchandise! Stay tuned for new designs
and garments to start your next school year!

19

https://ruralspirit.square.site/
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http://www.yearbookordercenter.com
http://www.yearbookordercenter.com


Seniors!Seniors!
DON'T FORGET

T O  P I C K  U P  Y O U R
Y E A R B 0 0 K  A T
E N R O L L M E N T !
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WRHS Media Center
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WRHS Media Center

Be part of Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library’s Summer Reading & Events June 1 – July 31! A trip to the 
library, bookmobile or tscpl.org is a great way to keep brains active and entertained with an All Together Now 
themed activities. Learn more about the reading challenge, the gallery’s art exhibit for kids and events full of 
games, crafts and fun at tscpl.org/summer.

Prizes
Kids, teens and adults are welcome to take the Summer Reading Challenge! Kids birth to 12 years old earn a 
prize for every 2 hours of reading (up to 8 hours) in June and July. Teens and adults will earn two great prizes 
for reading 6 books in June and July.

https://tscpl.org/
https://tscpl.org/summer
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WRHS Media Center

Library

Washburn Rural High School
Summer Library Book Checkout Form 2023

http://library.usd437.net

5900 SW 61st Street
Topeka, KS 66619

785-339-4197

Take advantage of your high school library!
Check out books for summer.

● Visit the library website [http://library.usd437.net], select WRHS then login (upper right) to Sign
in with Google and search for materials to place holds.

● Parental approval is needed for summer checkout. (Please review the information below.)
● Students may borrow up to 15 items for summer.
● Email a librarian if you have technical diculties or would like holds to be placed for you.
● Students not returning to WRHS, for whatever reason, are not to participate.

CHECKOUT LIBRARY BOOKS for Summer: Wednesday, May 17 - Wednesday, May 24 before or after
school, or during study period with a signed pass from your teacher.
❖ Students may exchange books for new titles during the summer. The library will be open

Tuesday, June 22nd and Thursday, July 20th from 1 pm to 3 pm.
❖ All materials are due back during the first week of school in August.

All Together Now: Summer Reading Challenge from
the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library.

Learn more: https://tscpl.org/summer
June 1 - July 31

Tag us on social media @wrhslib with
#warureads!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WRHS Library Summer Checkout Responsibility Agreement - Parent/Guardian Signature Form

(Student Name)___________________________ has permission to borrow _______ (up to 15)
books from the Washburn Rural High School Library for the summer. These books are to return to the
WRHS Library during the first week of school, August 15-18, 2023.

Per the WRHS Student Handbook, when students check out library materials, it is the responsibility of the student
to return them in the same condition as they received them. Library materials not returned or returned damaged
will result in the student being assessed a charge for the lost or damaged materials.
Students not returning, for whatever reason, to WRHS in the fall should not participate.

Parent Name: _________________________________________________________
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________
Parent phone number: ___________________________________________________

http://library.usd437.net
http://library.usd437.net

https://tscpl.org/summer


26

The Earth Day 2023 theme was "Invest In Our Planet”. What will you do to invest in our planet?

All together now! This is the moment to change it all: the business climate, the political climate, and the way 
we take action on climate. In order to preserve and protect our health, families, and livelihoods, we need to 
courageously Invest in Our Planet now. A green future is a prosperous future!

Earth is the ONLY home we have; to make a change, all of us need to act boldly, innovate broadly, and 
implement equitably. Everyone is accountable to partner for the planet. There is still time to solve the climate 
crisis and choose both a prosperous and sustainable future, and restore nature. Time is short to build a healthy 
planet for future generations. 

Invest In Our Planet: 

As individuals, we have the simple yet effective power to make our voices heard through our civic actions and 
personal interactions. This creates a huge ripple effect on our ecosystems!

Gen Z is providing inspiration, with 45% having stopped purchasing certain brands because of ethical or 
sustainability concerns. Through our practices and climate-friendly investments, we have the power to take 
active steps to protect and support our environment and fight against those who don’t. 

The Great Global Cleanup is a worldwide campaign to remove billions of pieces of trash from neighborhoods, 
beaches, rivers, lakes, trails, and parks - reducing waste and plastic pollution, improving habitats, and 
preventing harm to wildlife and humans. This program aims to continue clean-ups every day of the year for a 
brighter, greener, and cleaner planet. Where will you fit into the story of beautifying our world?

Earth Day Poster Fair: The special education department hosted an Earth day poster fair on April 20.  They did 
a great job researching and presenting about the issues facing the environment Earth.

The Earth Day Poster Fair topics included: Earthling Company-Shampoo & Conditioner, Earth Breeze-Laundry & 
Dishwasher Detergent, Endangered Species, Plastic Pollution, The Canopy Project, Plastic Pollution, Rising Sea 
Level, Arts for the Earth, Dryer Sheets-Repurposed!, Fashion/Clothing, Changing Climate.

WRHS Special Services
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https://ruralspirit.square.site/
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May Student Calendar 
May 1st
8:30am -  V Boys Tennis @ League (Hayden host)
1:00pm - V Boys Golf @ League (TH host)
4:00pm - C Baseball vs Hayden
4:30pm - JV/V Girls Soccer vs Shawnee Heights

May 2nd
7:00am - NHS Meeting
8:30am - JV Boys Tennis @ League (Hayden host)
9:00am - JV Boys Golf @ City (Seaman host)
10:30am - Senior Meeting
1:30pm - V Girls Dive/Swim @ Topeka High
4:00pm - JV Baseball @ Shawnee Heights
4:30pm - JV/V Girls Soccer vs Emporia
5:00pm - V Baseball @ Bettis Sports Complex

May 3rd
3:30pm - JV Track @ League Meet
5:00pm - Girls Soccer Team Dinner
7:00pm - Vocal Music Pops Concert

May 4th
3:00pm - V Boys Golf @ Junction City Invite
3:30pm - C Baseball @ Olathe West
4:00pm - V Baseball vs Shawnee Mission South
4:30pm - JV/V Girls Soccer @ Wichita Northwest
7:00pm - Orchestra Concert

May 5th
9:00am - V Boys Tennis @ Regional Tournament
1:30pm - V Girls Dive/Swim City (TW host)
3:30pm - V Track @ Joe Schrag Invite (TW host)
4:00pm - JV/V Softball vs Nemaha Central
4:30pm - C Baseball Quad

May 6th
7:00am - 4A State Speech Festival
7:00am - 6A State Speech Festival
8:00am - Unified Soccer Tournament @ Shawnee Mission North
10:00am - V Boys Tennis @ Regional Tournaments

May 8th
1:00pm - JV/V Boys Golf @ Emporia Invitational
4:30pm - JV/V Girls Soccer @ Topeka High

May 9th
6:00pm - Spring Bands Festival and BBQ

May 10th
District Early Release
3:00pm - JV/V Baseball @ Hays

May 11th
8:30am - Mental Health Assembly
12:00pm - V Girls Dive/Swim League (TH host)
3:30pm - V Track @ League
4:30pm - JV/V Girls Soccer vs Seaman
7:00pm - Senior-Directed One-Acts

May 12th
8:30am - Mental Health Assembly
11:00am - V Boys Tennis @ State
7:00pm - Senior-Directed One-Acts
9:00am - V Boys Tennis @ State

May 15th
8:30am - V Boys Golf @ Regionals

May 16th
12:00pm - V Baseball @ Regional Tournament
12:00pm - V Softball Regional Tourn
4:00pm - Regional SB
6:00pm - V Girls Soccer Regional Round-1

May 17th
6:00pm - Finals Study Night

May 18th
12:00pm - V Girls Dive State Prelims
6:00pm - V Girls Soccer Regional Rd - 2
6:00pm - Curtain Call Celebration

May 19th
12:00pm - V Girls Dive State Semi-Finals
12:00pm - V Girls Swim State Prelims
3:30pm - V Track @ Regional Meet

May 20th
12:00pm - V Girls Dive/Swim State Finals

May 21st
5:00pm - Class of 2023 Graduation

May 22nd
9:00am - V Boys Golf @ State (Newton host)

May 23rd
9:00am - V Boys Golf @ State (Newton host)
6:00pm - V Girls Soccer State Quarterfinals

May 24th
Last Day of School (Half Day)

May 25th
12:00pm - V Baseball @ State Tournament
12:00pm - V Softball State Tournament

May 26th
8:00am - V Track @ State Meet
12:00pm - V Baseball @ State Tournament
12:00pm - V Softball State Tournament
5:00pm - V Girls Soccer State Semi-Finals

May 27th
8:00am - V Track @ State
12:00pm - V Girls Soccer State Finals
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